ARCHITECTURAL DIGEST

mm  BEST

Hll Top Tastemakers at Home




YASMONIVO VISV A8 AHdYEODLIOH]  QHO4d3N HYHYS A8 Lx3L

L RENOILVEISNINOS HO3L 1S3V FHL ONY HI¥Y3 43HLOW OL SHOOT NYWSYY T SIHOT fm.r,w,
L, D% dyLS NOIS3d HOLNAQ WYAB3ISWY 40 SLYMSLAO IHL NO OIANLS INVAYIA SIH INOHH {3y,

- N ﬁ...‘ 4 .?v = .._f = ,.Jh.ﬁ - ) vf .....J..P_ i G
: .FJ_ 3 ¥ e, N, " PA‘ o <
iy ﬁ Pl _b_.____ Loy R L 34




Vacations are usually eventful and
sometimes restorative. But life-
changing? Honestly, how often can

you sy that?
In the winter of 2018, the Diitch
designer Joris Laarman and his family
traveled through the wilder reaches of
southeastern Australia, returning home
stupefied by the unruly beauty of its plant
and animal life. The following year, they
learned that bushfires in the region had
decimated 59 million acres of land, home to
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billions of living things.
“It was awful, and we were very touched by
g it,” Laarman says, “We just made the decision—
okay, let’s try to focus on working together with
nature, and also in nature. Which is hard to find in
the Netherlands, honestly, because we are a crowded

little country.”

Laarman is one of his nation’s master problem solvers, the
kind of elairvoyant who can bend steel and make compostable

surfboards—and has, Since graduating from Design Academy
Eindhoven in 2003, he's created a preizel-shaped bench
printed by rabars for the LeBron James Innovation Center,
on Nike's Oregon campus, and designed the world's first
3D-printed bridge. for Amsterdam’s red-light district,
Designing a new life for his family (Laarman and his part-
ner in business and life, Anita Star, have three children, ages
0 to 14) took him several vears, Things got a jump start when
the couple found acreage on Zaandam, a forested peninsula
15 minutes from central Amsterdam that, for centuries, was
home to the manufacturing of ships, then explosives, and
eventually rifles and ammunition. In recent years it’s taken

on a new identity as a mixed-use haven. Now 26 families in
Laarman’s orhit have come together to build a thriving live-
work community.

Laarman's new studio, in a former factory, has ple

sing pro-
portions and a soaring curved roof, "so that if a bomb explodes,
the force would go through the windows and not the ceiling,”
he explains. It's big enough to house the futuristic tools of
Joris Laarman Lab, from laser cutters to milling machinery.
On a typical day, a team of 20 or so works within view of a mas-
sive window wall {Laarman's addition), beyvond which is an
organic garden and a communal dining table. As factory life
goes, it's pretty idyllic.

“An artist, a maker, is usually in an industria

setting—here,
vou're in the middle of the woods, You'll seea fox ora deerrun
by,” marvels Mare Benda, whose Friedman Benda gallery in
New York will mount a long-awaited show of Laarman's new
work in May. Plinths and shelves hold beguiling prototypes,
in¢luding the biophilic Bone chair, a breakout 2006 design
conceived when Laarman was messing around with early Al
software intended for the automotive industry. The project
hinted at a direction he’s pursued ever since: Nature's wisdom
can bestow a higher purpose on design.

“We're trying to evolve from focusing on technical things
and innovation to actually using technology and merging it
with nature to create something new,” Laarman says of the stu-
dio’s latest work. Take Symbio, a series of elemental outdoor
seating made of recycled concrete. Bevond drawing atten-
tion to a radical new technology for reducing concrete’s CO;
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Benda adds excitedly—which Laarman is already doing, “With
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