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THE LIVING ROOM FEATURES AN
INDIA CHAIR, SOHO SOFA, AND
LONDON FLOOR PLAN RUG ALL
BY ARSHAM LIVING, AVAILABLE
THROUGH FRIEDMAN BENDA.
THE SPIRAL PAINTING IS BY
JOSH SPERLING. OTHER PIECES
INCLUDE A CRYSTALLIZED
BULBASAUR FIGURE BY ARSHA
ATOP A SNARKITECTURE x
GUFRAM BENCH AND A KAWS
x CAMPANA CHAIR.
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Artist Daniel Arsham revs up the decor—
~and scores impressive parking—at a
decommissioned firchouse in Lower Manhattan

TEXT BY GAY GASSMANN pHOTOGRAPHY BY JASON SCHMIDT styLep sy COLIN KING




LEFT A MINT GREEN 1991
PORSCHE 964 CARRERA 2 IS
PARKED IN THE HOME STUDIO/
GARAGE. OPPOSITE DANIEL
ARSHAM STANDS NEXT TO

THE FIREHOUSE'S ORIGINAL
CAST-IRON SPIRAL STAIRCASE,
WHICH IS NOW PAINTED IN
ARSHAM GREEN. ARSHAM
PIECES INCLUDE FALLING CLOCK
ABOVE A SNARKITECTURE x
GUFRAM BROKEN MIRROR AND
R2-D2 CRYSTALLIZED RELIC
STATUE, AND THE TWO WORKS
ON THE WALL.

hen contemporary, A friend called Arsham to tell him about a place in SoHo—
multidisciplinary a former firehouse—that he had to go see right away. There
artist Daniel Arsham  was already an offer on it, but he just might be able to snag it.
was looking for anew Intrigued, the artist ran over and jumped at the opportunity.
home in Manhattan,  Nothing else had spoken to him like this. “You know it when

he had one “big you see it,” he declares. “I imagined the firehouse from

desire”: There had to  Ghostbusters. It’s so unique, and I've been around New York

be a garage. Arsham long enough to know that this was the spot for me.”

drives back and forth The prolific artist is perhaps best known for creating works <

to his Long Island that evoke a poetic conversation between past and future. i
City studio every day so, he stresses, “the car is really important Embracing sculpture, painting, and drawing, Arsham utilizes <
to me. I’'m very particular, and the garage needs to be clean materials ranging from plaster to rock crystal and bronze and z
and protected” Quite a tall order for NYC housing no matter takes inspiration from a broad spectrum of sources, including '5_
the borough, but during the summer of 2022 it all clicked. sports, cartoons, automobiles, and classical sculpture. g
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agined the firehouse

LEFT AN AKARI LANTERN BY GREEN QUARTZITE TABLE IS
ISAMU NOGUCHI HANGS OVER SET WITH ARSHAM-DESIGNED
THE KITCHEN ISLAND. THE PLATES PRODUCED BY BKLYN
ERODED ZEUS BUST AND CLAY. NAKAGAWA MOKKOUGEI
BARSTOOLS ARE BY ARSHAM, WOODEN CUPS, KIMIKO SATO
AND A FAYE TOOGOOD ROLY GLASS CUPS, KANAAMI-TSUJI

POLY CHAIR STANDS IN THE BACK  SAUCERS, AND SHOKURAKU
CORNER. ABOVE THE EMERALD ASANO PLACEMATS.

(A recent highlight, his monumental sculpture Bronze Eroded
Venus of Arles now anchors the staircase in the newly reno-
vated Tiffany & Co. flagship on Fifth Avenue, which opened
earlier this year.)

BUILT IN THE LATE 1800s, the building served many purposes
over the following century as the neighborhood around it
changed, eventually becoming a private residence. Its historic
bones and playful layout were a perfect fit for Arsham. The
key feature however, as he is quick to point out, is that “it still
had the curb cut, which the city doesn’t really like as it takes
up parking space.” This detail enables him to pull his beloved
mint green Porsche 964 Carrera 2 right into the ground level.

After resanding the floors, scrubbing the beams and mill-
work, updating the heating and cooling system, and redoing
the kitchen and bath, Arsham set to decorating and furnishing
the space to perfectly suit himself.

The house is now trulyan expression of Arsham’s singular
vision. In addition to being where he parks, the ground level
can also be a home studio when needed. Here, pieces from his
collection are displayed on walls and shelves from floor to
ceiling. In a back corner, the original cast-iron spiral staircase
rises up through the four floors. After layers of red paint were
sandblasted off, it is now painted a hue called Arsham Green.

Up a flight is the kitchen and living area, where the artist
loves to host dinners, often inviting renowned chefs to take
over. Arsham serves guests using his large collection of table-
ware from Japan. Much of the furniture here and in the other
rooms comes from the Arsham Living collection he started a
few years ago and sells through Friedman Benda gallery.

On the next floor, a custom wallpaper inspired by an instal-
lation Arsham created in Paris envelops the primary bedroom.
Even the bathroom sink—sculpted to look like rocks—is his
design, made in collaboration with Kohler.
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ABOVE IN THE BEDROOM,
A CUSTOM DESIGN MADE
BY CALICO WALLPAPER
FORMS THE BACKDROP
TO A SITTING AREA THAT
INCLUDES A MIRROR,
FLOOR LAMP, AND SOFA

ALL BY ARSHAM LIVING

AND A PIERRE PAULIN CHAIR.
LEFT THE PRIMARY BATH
DISPLAYS A 3D-PRINTED
ROCK SINK BY ARSHAM FOR
KOHLER AND HIS ERODED
VENUS DE MILO SCULPTURE.

MAKING THE MOST OF THE SQUARE FOOTAGE, Arsham
transformed the basement into a huge walk-in closet and the
roof into a garden for entertaining. And throughout, his own
artwork is displayed alongside pieces by friends including
KAWS and Josh Sperling.

It has been a busy year for Arsham. To celebrate 20 years
of collaborating with Parisian gallerist Emmanuel Perrotin, he
created two shows—one in Paris and the other in New York—
which he considered one giant exhibition. He also created
a limited-edition sculptural bottle case for Moét & Chandon’s
Collection Impériale, which was launched during Paris
Fashion Week in October. And the list of what’s next—includ-
ing books, more gallery shows, a first-time exhibition of his
photography, and more collaborations—seems endless. But
amid all of this creative activity, and what seems like nonstop
travel, one thing hasn’t gotten old: this new place.

“Driving back and opening the door—every time, eve
day—is a moment,” he says, sounding like a kid on Christmas.
“I can’t believe I get to live here!” ap

ART: DANIEL ARSHAM
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‘I've been around
New York long enough

to know that this

ARSHAM'S LIMITED-EDITION BIRCH, RESIN, AND BOUCLE UPHOLSTERY HATROCK BED :
INCLUDES BUILT-IN NIGHTSTANDS AND READING LIGHTS. -~
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